The French and Indian War (1754–1763) Grade 8
The French and Indian War was a major conflict fought in North America between Great Britain and France from 1754 to 1763. The war was part of a larger global conflict known in Europe as the Seven Years’ War, which involved many European powers. In North America, however, the main fighting took place between British colonists and French forces, along with their Native American allies.
Causes of the War
The main cause of the French and Indian War was competition for land and resources. Both Britain and France wanted control of the Ohio River Valley, a region west of the Appalachian Mountains. This area was important because it contained fertile farmland, valuable fur-trading routes, and access to major rivers that allowed trade and travel.
British colonists were eager to move west and settle new land. France, however, had already claimed much of the interior of North America and built a network of forts to protect its territory and trade routes. As British settlers moved into these lands, conflicts became more frequent.
Tensions increased in 1754 when a young George Washington, then a Virginia militia officer, was sent to defend British claims. A small battle near Fort Duquesne (in present-day Pennsylvania) helped spark open warfare between Britain and France.
Who Was Involved
The main sides in the war were:
Great Britain and the British American colonies
France
Native American tribes, who supported either side based on their interests
Many Native American tribes chose to support the French. The French had fewer settlers and were generally more focused on trade than on taking Native American land. The British, by contrast, were constantly expanding westward, which threatened Native American territories.
Early Fighting and Turning Points

At the beginning of the war, the French were more successful. They were familiar with the land, had strong alliances with Native American tribes, and used effective guerrilla-style warfare. British colonial militias were poorly trained and disorganized.
The situation changed when Britain sent more soldiers, money, and supplies to North America. Under strong leadership, including General James Wolfe, the British captured important French strongholds. One of the most important battles was the Battle of Quebec in 1759, where British forces defeated the French, even though both commanders died in the battle.
The End of the War and the Treaty of Paris
The war officially ended in 1763 with the Treaty of Paris.
 Under the treaty:
-France gave up most of its land in North America
-Britain gained Canada and territory east of the Mississippi River
-Spain, France’s ally, lost Florida to Britain
As a result, Britain became the dominant European power in North America.
Effects on Native Americans
The outcome of the war was devastating for many Native American tribes. Without French support, they lost a powerful ally against British expansion. Soon after the war, Native Americans faced increased pressure as British settlers moved west into their lands.
To reduce conflict, Britain issued the Proclamation of 1763, which banned colonial settlement west of the Appalachian Mountains. Many colonists were angry because they felt they had fought the war to gain that land.
Effects on the Colonies
Although Britain won the war, it came at a great cost. The war left Britain deeply in debt. To pay for the war and for defending the new territories, Britain began passing new taxes on the American colonies, such as the Sugar Act and the Stamp Act.
Colonists were upset by these taxes because they had no representatives in Parliament. This idea became known as “no taxation without representation.” As tensions grew, colonists began to question British authority, setting the stage for the American Revolution.
The Sugar Act (1764)

The Sugar Act was a law passed by the British Parliament in 1764. It placed a tax on sugar, molasses, and other goods imported into the American colonies.
Why was it created?
Britain needed money to pay off debt from the French and Indian War.
Britain believed the colonies should help pay for their own defense.

Why did colonists dislike it?
It raised the cost of everyday items.
It hurt colonial merchants and traders.
Colonists had no representatives in Parliament, leading to anger over unfair taxation.

The Stamp Act (1765)

The Stamp Act was a law passed by the British Parliament in 1765. It required people in the American colonies to pay a tax on many printed materials. These materials had to carry a special official stamp showing that the tax had been paid.
What Items Were Taxed?
The Stamp Act applied to many everyday items, including:
Newspapers and pamphlets
Books and magazines
Legal documents (contracts, wills, court papers)
Licenses
Playing cards and dice

Because printed materials were used by many people, the tax affected almost everyone, from merchants and lawyers to students and farmers.

Why Did Britain Pass the Stamp Act?

Britain had a large debt after winning the French and Indian War. The British government believed:
The war was fought partly to protect the colonies.
Colonists should help pay for British soldiers stationed in North America.
A direct tax would be an efficient way to raise money.

Why Were Colonists So Angry?
Colonists strongly opposed the Stamp Act for several reasons:

No Representation
Colonists had no representatives in the British Parliament, so they believed Parliament had no right to tax them. This led to the slogan “No taxation without representation.”
Direct Tax
Unlike earlier taxes, the Stamp Act was a direct tax paid directly by individuals, not through trade goods.
Violation of Rights
Colonists believed only their own elected assemblies could tax them.
Economic Impact
The tax hurt businesses that relied on printed materials.
How Did Colonists Respond?
Colonists reacted strongly and in organized ways:
Protests and riots broke out in many cities.
Groups like the Sons of Liberty formed to oppose British policies.

Colonists boycotted British goods.
Colonial leaders met at the Stamp Act Congress to protest the law.

What Happened Next?
Due to widespread protests and economic pressure, Britain repealed the Stamp Act in 1766. However, Parliament passed the Declaratory Act, stating that it still had the right to tax the colonies.
This conflict increased distrust between Britain and the colonies and helped unite colonists against British rule.

Why the Stamp Act Matters

The Stamp Act is important because it:
United colonists in protest
Strengthened ideas about colonial rights
Set the stage for future resistance
Was a major step toward the American Revolution
Why was it created?
To raise money directly from the colonies.
To pay for British soldiers stationed in North America.
Why did colonists dislike it?
It affected almost everyone, not just merchants.
It was the first direct tax on the colonies.
Colonists believed it violated their rights.

Why These Acts Were Important

The Sugar Act and Stamp Act:
Increased tensions between Britain and the colonies
Led to protests and boycotts
Helped spread the idea of “no taxation without representation”
Pushed the colonies closer to the American Revolution
Why the French and Indian War Matters

The French and Indian War changed the balance of power in North America and reshaped the relationship between Britain and its colonies. While Britain gained land and power, it also gained debt and colonial resistance. The war directly led to policies and conflicts that pushed the colonies toward independence.
In this way, the French and Indian War was not just a fight over land—it was a turning point that helped lead to the creation of the United States.
The French and Indian War (1754–1763)
Grade 8 – Social Studies
ACTIVITY 1: CAUSES OF THE WAR
Instructions:
Reread the section “Causes of the War.”
Answer the questions in complete sentences, using details from the reading.
-Why did Britain and France both want control of the Ohio River Valley?
-How did British colonial expansion increase tensions with France and Native American tribes?
ACTIVITY 2: WHO WAS INVOLVED? (group of two)
Instructions:
Using the reading, explain the role of each group in 1–2 sentences each.
1.Group	
2.Role in the War
3.Great Britain	
4.France	
5.Native American tribes	
6.British colonists	
ACTIVITY 3: TURNING POINTS OF THE WAR
Instructions:
Read the section “Early Fighting and Turning Points.”
Answer the questions below.
-Why were the French more successful at the beginning of the war?
-What changes helped Britain begin winning the war?
-Why was the Battle of Quebec an important turning point?
ACTIVITY 4: CAUSE–AND–EFFECT CHAIN
Instructions:
Complete the chain using information from the reading.
Write short, accurate phrases.
Competition for land in the Ohio River Valley leads to ______________________
Britain sends more troops and resources, leading to ______________________
Britain wins the war and signs the ______________________
Britain gains land but also ______________________
Britain passes new taxes, causing ______________________
ACTIVITY 5: TAXATION AND COLONIAL RESPONSE
Instructions:
Using the sections on the Sugar Act and Stamp Act, answer in complete sentences.
Why did Britain pass the Sugar Act and Stamp Act?
List two reasons colonists opposed these taxes.
Name two ways colonists protested British taxes.

 QUIZ – FRENCH & INDIAN WAR (GRADE 8)
Part A: Multiple-Choice Questions (10)

1.The French and Indian War was mainly fought over —
A. religious differences
B. control of land and resources
C. trade with Asia
D. voting rights
2.Why was the Ohio River Valley important?
A. It contained gold
B. It was heavily populated
C. It had farmland, trade routes, and rivers
D. It was already British territory
3. Which group often supported France during the war?
A. British colonists
B. Spanish settlers
C. Native American tribes
D. Parliament
4. Why did many Native American tribes prefer the French?
A. The French allowed voting
B. The French had fewer settlers taking land
C. The French paid higher taxes
D. The French controlled Parliament


5. Who helped spark open fighting in 1754?
A. James Wolfe
B. King George III
C. George Washington
D. Benjamin Franklin
6. Why did Britain begin winning the war?
A. Better weather
B. More Native American allies
C. More troops, money, and leadership
D. Stronger forts early on
7. What happened in the Treaty of Paris (1763)?
A. Britain lost land
B. France kept Canada
C. Britain gained most French land in North America
D. Spain gained Florida
8. How did the war affect Native Americans?
A. They gained independence
B. They gained new land
C. They lost a major ally
D. They controlled Parliament
9. Why did Britain pass the Sugar and Stamp Acts?
A. To punish colonists
B. To encourage trade
C. To pay war debt and defense costs
D. To limit westward expansion

10. Why did colonists strongly oppose the Stamp Act?
A. It lowered prices
B. It was a direct tax without representation
C. It affected only merchants
D. It ended trade

Part B: Open-Ended Questions (5)
1. Explain how competition for land caused the French and Indian War.
2. Why was the Treaty of Paris a turning point in North American history?
3. How did the French and Indian War change Britain’s relationship with the colonies?
4. Why did colonists believe the Sugar and Stamp Acts were unfair?
5. How did colonial reactions to British taxes help move the colonies toward revolution?
 HOMEWORK
Instructions:
Write 8–10 complete sentences using evidence from the reading.
Homework Question:
Explain how the French and Indian War led to new British taxes and increased tensions between Britain and the American colonies.









